Bringing Science To Life

STEM Ambassador and forensic enthusiast Jacqui Thompson, of Pulse Education & Business Services, is using exciting crime-busting techniques and authentic equipment in an innovative way, with the aim of bridging the gap between the classroom and the world of work.

“I am really passionate about bringing science alive for young people and keen to show them that it is anything but a dry subject”.   My workshops give youngsters the chance to find out how crime scenes are investigated and, in the process, discover that forensic science is great fun and could be a great career option.   “ The idea is to broaden pupils’ enthusiasm for science subjects generally, by making them more aware of the criminal justice system and how it is a key part of everyday life”.

The workshops have been praised by teachers, because they are a perfect fit for the National Curriculum and also support the Government’s ‘Every Child Matters agenda’.

Sir William Robertson School teacher Helen Levey: “The workshop run at our school was fantastic in encouraging students’ enthusiasm for science subjects. It was really hands - on. The science curriculum is changing and Jacqui’s workshop brings equipment into the classroom, which students wouldn’t otherwise get to use.   The sessions encourage young people to look at science as something which actually happens”.

Jacqui did not discover this exciting career path until later in life: she left school at 16 and went directly to College to do a one year’s Secretarial Course. From there she secured her first position at Interflora British Headquarters, where she held 4 – 5 different positions due to internal promotions ranging from International Telephonist through to Customer Services Investigator.

Jacqui secured her first sales position with Rentokil PLC and then worked for blue chip companies, where she held various sales, marketing and recruitment positions.
As a people’s person, Jacqui knew she wanted to use her contacts, skill set and knowledge to assist other companies and particularly wanted to break into the education market to assist pupils before they left school, ideally giving them guidance and hopefully inspiring them to achieve their dreams and goals.

The Lincolnshire & Rutland Education Business Partnership gave Jacqui the opportunity to become involved in initiatives taking Enterprise Challenges into schools and engaging local employers to work with their local schools, whilst continuing to develop new ideas. 

It was whilst developing and delivering successful initiatives to local schools Jacqui realised the benefits of hands on workshops linked to the learning outcomes within the National Curriculum.

PULSE Education and Business Services was born January 2008 and now delivers successful, ‘hands-on’ CSI Style Forensic Science Workshops to both primary and secondary schools throughout Lincolnshire and is now developing a Corporate Team Building Day to offer to companies and possibly as an INSET day for school teachers! 

So in conclusion Jacqui’s career path has been very varied and self made using her skill set, contacts and passion for science which she has turned it into a thriving business. Jacqui is continually learning new skills in her 40’s!!!! 

