Royal Academy of Engineering Visiting Fellow in Engineering Design

The Faculty has been successful in its bid for a Royal Academy of Engineering Visiting Fellow in Design.

Simon Vaitkevicius has joined the University for a two-year period starting this semester and will be working with staff and students for approximately ten days a year.

His mission is to encourage students in engineering and design subjects, giving specialist lectures and taking part in projects and tutorials as we see fit. The brief is also to be able to impart a flavour of reality to the students from an industrial perspective.

He is able to talk to students about career progression as well as about the mechanical design work he carries out at Nokia.

Simon is currently working at Nokia UK where his current role is within the Mechanical Line providing support, mentoring and training for fellow Engineers. His areas of concern are mainly in tolerance analysis, stress analysis, process control and 2D drawing area. He is actively involved at project level ensuring the mechanical quality is correct before file release. Simon is also active in Global Nokia committees looking at mechanical issues and strategies for tolerances and drawings. The current role that Simon does uses his vast experience of mobile phone design and ensures that the products that Nokia release are to the highest of standards.

He completed an HND in Aerospace Studies at Farnborough College of Technology and then continued there with a BEng (Hons) in Aeronautical Engineering in 2000. During his time at Farnborough he took a one-year placement as a projects assistant at East Midlands Airport, and commenced work at Nokia UK as a Mechanical Engineering Assistant. He completed his studies by taking an MSc in Engineering Product Design at South Bank University on a part-time basis, graduating in 2002 whilst continuing his work at Nokia. 

In September 1996 he won 3rd place in the Industrial category in the Young Engineers for Britain competition.

At Nokia Simon has worked as a Mechanical Engineering Assistant on the research and development of non destructive and destructive testing of new mobile telephones, as a Mechanical Design Engineer on projects such as the Nokia N80 and N90, involved with projects from concept and architecture stage through to handover to Product Maintenance. 

Simon joined the Institution of Engineering Designers in 1997, becoming a Chartered Engineer in 2007. He has served on their membership committee since 2007 and is currently Chairman.

He is keen to promote Engineering through Schools and Universities to foster the next generation of up and coming engineers. He is a registered Engineering Ambassador through the STEMNET organisation and provides support for his local schools on industry and careers days on average 6 times a year.

Whilst Simon officially comes under the department of Engineering and Design, he is available to take part in anything relevant throughout the Faculty.

One of his specific tasks this semester will be to work with a group of second year students on a design project, and he will be attending on some Thursdays for this purpose. If anyone would like to take the opportunity to work with him they should initially contact Chris Dowlen.

